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men who did it ! Wonderful is it how much
follows on quite naturally from strenuously
striving for the highest !
The climbers gratefully took in the flasks and
sent the porters back to the North Col. But
they were now much exhausted. The want of
sleep and the constant effort required in keeping
the tent secure had told hardly upon them. And
thus weakened, the cold was having its effect.
A dead, numbing feeling was creeping up their
limbs. And in this extremity they bethought
themselves of the oxygen. They took doses
all round and warmth began to tingle through
them again. Through the night they continued
to take these doses at intervals, and owing to this
refreshment they were able to get a tolerable
amount of sleep.
Before daybreak they were up preparing for the
climb. Boots were frozen solid and an hour
was occupied in moulding them into shape by
holding them over candles. At 6.30 they started,
Finch and Bruce with the oxygen apparatus,
cameras, thermos bottles, etc., carrying well over
40 lb., and Tejbir with two extra cylinders
carrying about 50 lb. It was a cruel burden for
men to have to carry ; and the faith which could
have induced men to do this should have sufficed
to remove Everest itself. Whether that faith
was justified is another question.
Finch's intention was to strike on up the
Face Edge to the Ridge. Tejbir with Ms